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Sermon were delivered in"s 
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Pdf diſcourſe on the ſame ſu 
ject, occaſioned by the 

Mrs. Boyce, at Kettering, Ap 
6th, 1751. Some circun 
in both events were ſimilar, a 


1 "ans 


the” k 


„ 


greatly diſtreſſing. The 468d. 


— 


of tlie 1 


well knew, that the friends 
deceaſed were deeply affec 
them ; ; and ſincerely wiſhing they I, 
might be enabled to bear and im 
prove their diſtreſſing loſſes as be- = 
cometh chriſtians, he dire&ted*them i 
herein to realize the hand of Gov, 
and meditate on the nature and 
propriety of that reſignation, which, 
„ a2: 1 


= „ GO EEE CHER 


1 PTY 


in ſuch ela, is one of the moſt - 
happy and ornamental mn of 


the chriftian character. 


The ſame friendly, though p ar- 


tial, importunity, which pe 


upon him to addreſs them, on theſe. 
occaſions, from the pul pit, has now 


— conſtrained him to do i it again from 


the preſs. He relies chearfully on 
their candour i in the peruſal of the 
diſcourſe; and if it ſhould fall i in- 
to any other hands, he hopes it will 
be read with a ſerious regard to its 
practical deſign, rather than with 
the ſeverity of the critic, to whoſe 
entertainment. and animadverſions 


the author was 2 inattentive 


in the ee of it. 
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| Behold, be taketh away, 'who. can 
hinder him ? who will 2 27 unto 
bun, V. bat doeft thou ? 


N inſenſibility of temper Aude the 
hand of Gop, is by no means ami- 
able i in any, but would be peculiarly unbe- 
coming in thoſe who make the profeſſion, 
and enjoy the privileges of his own people; 
He has repeatedly cautioned them in his 
word againſt deſpiſing his chaſtiſements 
has called upon them to hear the rod; 
and, in the day of adverſity, to conſider, 

Such, therefore, have not been , uſed to 
boaſt of a total indifference to afflictions, 
either perſonal or relative: they have felt 
them often very ſenſibly themſelves, and 
* encouraged a thoughtful and tender regard 
3 * in others. It * eſpecially 
B from 
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6 Reſignation the Duty of Mourners. 

from the ancient records of the ſaints, that 
they were taught to conſider mourning for 
the dead, as a practice agreeable both fo 
the dictates of nature, and the will of 
Gop. Not now to recite the accounts 
we have in the ſcriptures of public and ge- 
neral mournings for perſons of diſtinguiſh- 
ed character and rank in the church, the 
army, or the ſtate; I will mention only 
two or three inſtances, in which we find 
pious and affectionate relatives giving vent 
to the tender emotions of their hearts on 
ſuch occaſions, in very expreſſive language 
and actions. Of Jofeph and his breth- 
ren we are told “, that they mourned 
« with a great and ſore lamentation for 
% their father Jacob ſeven days.“ And 
that pious patriarch himſelf, ſome years 
before, when he apprehended he had loſt 
his beloved Joſeph, rent his cloaths, 
% and put ſackcloth upon his loyns, and 
* mourned for his ſon many days, yea he 
« wept very painfully for him.” Nor is 
he the only parent we read of in the ſa- 
cred volume, weeping over the grave of a 
beloved child. In what bitter terms did 


Gen. I. 10. 1 Gen. xxxvii. 34, 35. 


pious 


Refignation the Duty of Mourners. f 
pious David lament the death of his ſon 
Abſalom ! He was much moved, and 
* went up to the chamber over the gate, 
« and wept; and as he went, thus he 
* ſaid, O my ſon Abſalom! my. ſon, 
* my ſon Abſalom! would Gop I had 
te died for thee, O Abſalom my ſon, my 
« ſon +!” —— In this holy book we read 
of the tender huſband ſorrowing for his 
dear departed wife x; and the bereaved 
widow is repreſented there ſtanding in a- 

gony and tears over the breathleſs remains 
of her late loving huſband +. Nor is it 
unlawful or indecent in any to mourn on 
ſuch occaſions. But let us not ſuffer the 
floods of grief to riſe and ſwell to ſuch 
immoderate heights, as to overwhelm. the 
ſoul, and unfit it for the exerciſe of that 
faith and hope in Gon, and ſubmiſſion to 
him, by which it becomes his people to 
glorify him in the furnace of affliction. 
His ways may ſeem to us often a great and 
very painful deep, yet we cannot deny the 
reality of his interpoſition, nor ought we 
ever to entertain a doubt of it. Thers is, 
verily there is a GoD that judgeth, and that 


{- 2 Sam, xviii. 33. Gen. xxii. 2. + 2 Sam. xi. 26. 
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8 Refignation the Duty of Mourners 


ruleth in the earth. You believe it. Yes; 

if chriſtians, I may ſay all of you do and 
muſt believe, that the Loxp: reigneth. 
— The language of Job in our text, ex- 
preſſes ſtrongly the reſignation which that 
faith tends happily to promote. That 
good man ſuffered many diſtreſſing changes. 
He acknowledged the righteous providence 
of God in them. His friends hkewrfe did 
the ſame; but they too haſtily concluded 
that ſuch a ſufferer muſt certainly have 
been a very bad man. He urges many 
conſiderations both to convince them of 


their error, and to ſupport his own mind 


under this and every other affliction. In 
the words before us, he chides, as it were, 
every raſh expreſſion, both of his lips and 
of theirs; and urges univerſal reſignation 
to the ſupreme ſovereign of all creatures 


and worlds, and the uncontrolable director 
ofall events. They afford, therefore, a pro- 


per ſubject of meditation on that ſolemn oc- 


caſion which has now called us together. 


The affection (I am inclined to call it) 
the parental affection, which J have for 
ſome time felt for the deceaſed, and ſtill 
longer for his now mourning widow ; my 


friendſhip | 


Refignation the Duty of Mourners. 9 
friendſhip for his family, and long and 
happy connections with hers, render this a 
peculiarly painful office to me, which 1 
am now undertaking: for that and other 
obvious reaſons, I ſhould certainly have 
declined it, but for the importunity of 
their united- requeſts. I rely, therefore, 
on the candor of this numerous _— 
while I endeavour, « - | 


I. To point out to your obſervation the 
conduct of Gop ſpoken of in our 
text, © He taketh _—_ wok And, — 


. Examine the import of this wle 
appeal, or enquiry concerning it, 
«© Who can hinder him? Who will 
6 fay unto him, What doeſt _— 


I. We will employ our medications on 
the conduct of Gor, of which we are re- 
minded in the paſſage before us, and in 
that ſolemn event which has directed our 
thoughts to it. He taketh away.” Job 
neither ſays who, nor what; 3 but leaves his 
readers to ſupply both. His thoughts 
were full of Gop; and yours muſt ſurely 
þe directed to him, when you read'or hear 
| ſuch 


* 
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ſuch language as this. It is his eternal and 


ſole prerogative to diſpoſe of his creatures. 
This good man had ſuſtained many loſſes. 
His enemies had plundered him of his 
ſubſtance ; but, conſidering them as only 
inſtruments of fulfilling the divine pleaſure, 
he ſays of the Almighty, © He taketh a- 
* way.” Satan had ſmitten his perſon, 
yet his language is, Shall we receive 
« good at the hand of Gop, and ſhall we 


e not receive evil alſo?” When a houſe 


fell upon his ſons and daughters, and buried 
them in its ruins, * The Lok gave (ſays 
ic he), and the Loxp hath taken away, 
te bleſſed be the name of the LoRD.“ The 


like acknowledgment of Gop becomes 


us, even under the moſt painful and 
threatening viſitations. We ſhould thus 
trace his hand in events like thoſe which 
we are now lamenting. Holy Job faid 
elſewhere, in an addreſs to the divine Being, 
(chap. xiv. 5.) © The days of man are de- 
ee termined, the number of his months 


* are with thee, thou haſt appointed his 


* bounds that he cannot paſs.” *© He 
* turneth man to deſtruction; and faith, 
return, ye children of men.” He taketh 


away whomſoever he pleaſes; not only 
Fons 


Refignation the Duty of Mourners. 11 
perſons who render themſelves odious both 
to Gop and man, nor merely ſuch as are 
in the loweſt, and leaſt important ſtations 
and circumſtances, but the excellent of the 
earth; and thoſe whoſe abilities, fituations 
and talents, ſeemed to render their con- 
tinuance in life deſirable and of great im- 
portance: not thoſe alone, whoſe years or 
infirmities rendered them incapable of far- 
ther enjoyment and uſefulneſs. One is 
removed in his full ſtrength, when his 
breaſts are full of milk, and his bones 
moiſtened with marrow ; as well as ano- 
ther, in the bitterneſs of his ſoul, after ha- 
ving never, for many years, eaten with 
pleaſure. Not only are the ungodly and 
the ſinner cut off, whoſe examples and in- 
fluence rendered them the peſts of their re- 
ſpective neighbourhoods, but the righ - 
«« teous alſo periſh, and merciful men are 
taken away; taken from the places 
which they conſtantly and devoutly filled 
in the houſe of Gop; and from all the ſea. 
ſons and means of grace which they enjoy- 
ed there: from their ſeveral ſtations, du- 
ties and enjoyments, in their own houſes ; 
from the company and converſe of their 
| beſt friends and moſt affectionate relatives. 
But 


12 Refignation the Duty of Mourners, 

But they are taken away likewiſe (bleſſed 
hope!) from a ſtate of weakneſs and infir- 
mities, a weariſome pilgrimage, an enemy's 
country, 2 world of ignorance and fin ; 
from fituations in which they ſuffered 
many trials, and were expoſed to many 
ſnares : they are taken from the evil to 
come. Their heavenly Father ſays to one, 
and to another of his Jear children, Come 
& away, my beloved, from the abodes of 
« guilt and pollution, of wants, and fears, 
* and foes, come away. Earth is not, 
* cannot be your reſt : come away to your 
« Father's houſe, to your Lord's preſence, 
« to your kindred ſpirits, to your everlaſt- 
ing inheritance.” Who would not wel- 
come ſuch a call? If we weep over the 
friend, to whom it has been directed in 
early life, it ought not, it eannot ſurely be 
on his account, nor ſhould it be the tear 
of immoderate ſorrow on our own. Yet 
many tender and endearing connections are 
hereby diſſolved. He takes away the 
ebliging neighbour, the kind friend, the 
reſpectful nephew, the tender brother, the 
dutiful ſon, the fond father, the affection- 
ate huſband, by one ſtroke. You feel it 


now, and will, many of you, feel it long. 
vou 


Rehgnation the Duty of Mourners. 13 
You could not but mingle your tears, with 
thoſe of the mourning family, over ſuch a 
grave. And as we muſt all follow the 
dead ere long in our -perſons, let our 

thoughts now follow them farther. A 
part, all that was mortal of the deceaſed, 
we have conſigned to that dreary manſion. 
But that corruptible body was not the 
whole man. Though the duſt return to 
the earth as it was, the ſpirit returns to 
Gop that gave it. We may well mourn 
and tremble, when we think of ſome that 
are taken away. The ungodly are taken 
from a ſtate of knowledge and enjoyment, 
a land of liberty and privilege; from the 
means cf grace and ſalvation, to a region 
of perpetual darkneſs and deſpair ; of bit- 
ter wailing and gnaſhing of teeth. But 
the righteous hath hope in his death ; he 
is taken hence to be for ever with the 

 Lorp. Let us therefore now, 


: Il. Examine the purport of this ſolemn 
appeal, Who can hinder him?“ Either 
by art or by power, who Gan prevent the 
execution of his deſigns ? or who will ſay 
to him, „what doeſt thou?“ There is a 
ſenſe i in which all may and ought to ſay to 

* the 


14 Reſgnation the Duty of Mourners. 


the Almighty, when viſited with the chaf- 
tiſements of his rod: Lorp, what art 
* thou doing? and why art thou doing 
*« thus?” to expreſs their deſire of being 
taught the deſign of his diſpenſations. 
The ſufferer, whoſe words theſe are, de- 
termined that he would enquire in this view, 
Chap: x. 2. ** I will ay unto Gop, do not 
* condemn me, ſhew me wherefore thou 
* contendeſt with me.” But that language 
ſhould be adopted by us with great hami- 
lity and modeſty, as creatures apprehenſive 
that the juſt and good Governor of the 
world has his deſigns in all he does; and 
as thoſe who earneſtly deſire to be taught 
the ſalutary leſſons, which his rod is intend- 
ed to inculcate. Far be it from us to call 
the Almighty to account; to arraign his 
juſtice, wiſdom, or goodneſs, and to ſay 
to him, in the ſpirit of rage and blaſphemy: 
% What art thou about! how weak, how 
% partial, how ſevere this treatment!” A 
worm of the earth may ſpeak thus to a fel- 
low worm: a ſuperior to one below him. 
| Nay, the higheſt potentate, and wiſeſt le- 
giflature, is liable to error and weakneſs. 
But Gop forbid that we ſhould ſpeak thus 
unadviſedly with our lips to our Maker, 
or 


0 


or even indulge a thought like it in our 
hearts. To prevent or ſuppreſs all ten- 
dency towards it, and to diſpoſe the ſuf+ 
ferer to the moſt humble and cordial refig- 
nation, let it be obſerved, that the words 
before us plainly imply, 


: * That none are bs to withſtand the 


LorD. He taketh away, and who can 
* hinder him?” Who indeed! Think 


of him a moment. Hinder the Almighty! | 


Control the hand that formed the uni- 
verſe, and continually upholds it! With- 
ſtand the power to which all the hoſts of 
hell are in the moſt conſtant and abſolute 
ſubjection! Oppoſe him who does what- 
ſoever he pleaſes in the armies of heaven! 
Who holds the winds in his fiſt ; who by 
his power ſhakes the foundation of the 
earth at pleaſure ; who ſtilleth the noiſe of 
the ſeas, and the tumult of the people | 
Is that Gop to be withſtood in his opera- 
tions, who can turn hearts of ſtone into 


hearts of fleſh, and transform the proud 


oppreſſive perſecutor into an humble fol- 
lower of Jeſus? Of whom it is ſaid, that 
he can break the mighty as with a rod of 
iron; and who has determined, that he will 

ö daſn 
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16 Reſignation the Duty of Mourners. 

_ daſh in pieces the diſobedient like a pot- 
ter's veſſel? The ſolemn and majeſtic 
language, in which he ſpake to this his 
fervant out of the whirlwind, (recorded 
chap. xxxviii.) may ſufficiently convince us 
of the folly and fin of attempting to op- 
poſe him in any of his operations. And it 
is to be obſerved farther, that the words of 
our text ſtrongly intimate, 


2. That it does not become any of his 
creatures, to call him to account for his 
conduct towards them. Who will fay 
«© unto him, What doeſt thou?“ Who 
will arraign his wiſdom, faithfulneſs, or 
goodneſs? Diſpute the propriety of his 
meaſures, or dare to talk as if he thought 
the Judge of all the earth accountable to 
any of his creatures for his proceedings? 
Shall man think himſelf more juſt than 
Gop ? Will he thus inſolently provoke the 
great Gop, who ſpared not the angels that 
rebelled againſt him ? Who drove the man 

whom he had formed, and in whom he had 
delighted, out of his pleaſant and plentiful | 
paradiſe, and placed cherubims and aflaming 
ſword, to keep him at a diſtance from the 
tree of life? What! dare thus to inſult the 

LORD 


- . 


* 


wy 


Reſignation the Duty of Mourners. 17 
Loxp Almighty, who deſtroyed a world 
for its diſobedience, and has ſince magnified 

his power and juſtice, yea, and his venge- 
ance too, in the deſtruction of thouſands, 
who have ſet themſelves againſt him ! You 
would, I hope, tremble at the thought of 
ſuch inſolence and impiety. I will, there- 
fore, diſmiſs this part of the ſubject, and 
proceed to remind you likewiſe, | 


3. That he expects, of all his creatures, 

the moſt conſtant and cordial reſignation of 

themſelves, and of all they are and have, to 

1 his diſpoſal. Few dare, openly and avow- 
edly in their actions, to withſtand the 
LoRD : not many are heard to utter the 
language of diſcontent and rebellion: But 
are there not thoſe that find it difficult to 
keep the heart humble and ſubmiſſive in an 
hour of ſevere trial? What ſay you? Do 
not ſome of you find it hard work to ſuf- 
fer extremity of pain, and the loſs of your 
dear and affectionate friends? When the 
trial came, could you ſay from the heart, 
that you did not ſo much as wiſh to be ex- 
empted from it? Or, in the language of 
our holy ſufferer, bleſs the name of a 
taking, as cordially as of a giving Gop ? 
« It 
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« It is the Lox p, let him do as ſeemeth 
« good in his ſight.” I ſhall now of- 

fer ſome conſiderations to recommend ſuch 
a ſubmiſſive ſpirit. 


1. If we ſhould wiſh and attempt to 
hinder the LoxD, it muſt be in vain. 
There is no wiſdom nor counſel; we may 
add, neither is there any might or power, 
that can prevail againſt the Loxp. <©* Woe 
c unto him, therefore, that ſtriveth with 
4 his maker. Let the potſherd ſtrive 
« with the potſherds of the earth. Shall 
the clay ſay to him that faſhioneth it, 
«* What makeſt thou?” Ja. xlv. 9. Or, 
if he that made it break it, who ſhall ſay 
to him, What doeſt thou? The Lox D 
will fulfil all his pleaſure. Neither the 
prince's might, nor the hero's valour; not 
the ſkill of the phyſician, nor even the 
prayers and tears of friendſhip, can prevail 
' againſt him who opens and no man ſhuts, 
ho ſhuts and no man opens. It is e- 
qually our duty and our intereſt, to ſubmit 
humbly to him, againſt whom none ever 
hardened themſelves and proſpered ; eſpe- 


cĩally _ 
2. He 


| Refignation the Duty of Mourners. 19 


2. He has a right to do with us, and our 
all, as he pleaſes: To determine the ſitua- 
tions and circumſtances of his creatures; 
to give them peace and proſperity, or to 
appoint to them ſeaſons of affliction and 
mourning; to prolong their lives, or to 
cut ſhort the reſidue of their days in the 
midſt; to continue their comforts and 
friends, or to remove them. Yes; know, 
believe it; labour to cheriſh a deep con- 
viction of the truth, — he has a right to 
take away. All ſouls are his. By him 


they were all created. He gave our friends 


capacities and inclinations to be what they 
were to us: he lent them to us, and may 
he not call in his loan? By his fayour and 
influence they were continued ; we had no 
claim upon him for them a year, or a day; 
nay, we muſt all acknowledge, that we 
have deſerved to be ſtript of every com- 
fort: and, when he removes any, ſhall we 
complain, as if he had dealt ſeverely and 
unjuſtly with us, and had taken that which 
he had no right to? Knowing it is the 
Lord, the Lokp of all, it becomes us to 
ſay to him, not my will, but thine be 
done. But we have farther to remark, 

| 3. He 


_ 
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3. He knows what is right and beſt to 
be done. Every day's obſervation and ex- 
perience may be ſufficient to convince us, 
that we know but in part. The objects 
that are within the reach, either of our 
fenſes or our underſtanding, are compara- 
tively very few; and thoſe few we ſee but 
as through a glaſs darkly. We find our- 


ſelves miſtaken in judging, both of true 


happineſs, and the means of obtaining it, 
in many inſtances; and have reaſon to ap- 
prehend, that- we do really judge amiſs in 


many more. Hence we are liable to chuſe 
the evil and refuſe the good : and ſhall we 


cenſure or arraign him, who is wiſe in 


_ counſel, as well as mighty in working ? 


who has a perpetual and abſolutely uner- 
ring diſcernment of all events; a perfect 
knowledge of all creatures, all actions, and 
all hearts? Shall we ſuſpect the propriety 
of his meaſures, who knows immediately, 
always knows, and knows in every poſſible 
fituation and caſe, what is fit to be done ? 
to purſue ends, truly great and perfectly 
good, by means the moſt ſuitable and the 
moſt efficacious? We have many convin- 


cing evidences of this, in his works of cre- 


ation 
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ation and providence: nor have we leſs 
reaſon to admire his wiſdom, in the ſcheme 
of our redemption, revealed to us in the 
goſpel. And can we make a difficulty of 
truſting him, with ourſelves, or our little 
all? The wiſe God reigns, let the earth re- 
joice; and all its inhabitants be glad there- 
of. We ought likewiſe to remember, 
that, | | 


4. As we are ſinful creatures, it would 
ill become us, to ſet ourſelves againſt the 
LoRD, or to complain of him. We muſt 
acknowledge, that in many things we all 
offend : and, indeed, that we have done 
enough to forfeit all our enjoyments, and 
to provoke a holy and righteous Gop to 
ſtrip us of all. This is no more than we 
have frequently acknowledged. Let us 
recollect it in a time of trial. Surely, if 
we felt a becoming conviction of this truth, 
it would ſilence every complaint. Shall 
_ creatures ſpeak or think hardly of Gop, 
becauſe he takes away this of that com- 
fort, who might have been left without 
enjoyment, and without hope? an whom 
he might juſtly have inflicted the hEavieſt 
and moſt numerous woes; yea, whom he 
D might 
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might caſt, both ſoul and body, into hell ? 
«© I will bear the indignation of the 
* LoRD,” ſaid an ancient ſufferer ;* bear it 
in filent ſubmiſſion, ** becauſe I have fin- 
« ned againſt him,” Micab vii. g. But 
let us not forget, as a farther motive to 
this, that, 


F. We are under unſpeakable and in- 
numerable obligations to the LoRD. He 
has beſtowed on our race, powers of enjoy- 
ment and uſefulneſs, which other creatures 
around us want: and he has, probably, 
done more for ſome of us than for thouſands 
of our fellow creatures, both in our perſons 
and connections, for the life that now is, 
and for that which is to come. Shall we, 
can we, then complain, if he ſees fit to 
take this or that out of the number of thoſe 
enjoyments which he himſelf has given? 
-or ungratefully deſpiſe or over-look thoſe 
which are continued, becauſe we have not 
all we once had, or could ſtill deſire? Ra- 
ther let us look round about ns, on our 
many mercies, and review thoſe with which 
we have been attended, and ſay, with grate- 
ful hearts, The Lok p has done, and is 
10 . great and good things for us; we 

« will 
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© will be glad, andrejoice in his ſalvation.“ 
Such ſentiments and language become us, 
rather than to ſay to him, in the haughti- 
neſs or peeviſhneſs of our ſpirits, when he 
takes away any of. our comforts, * What 
_ doſt thou?” eſpecially as we have to add, 


6. We are expreſſly aſſured, that he has 
the moſt gracious defign in all. Many 
paſſages, both in the New Teſtament and 
the Old, ſpeak this language; and this 
truth is. 22 urged, to engage that 
holy and humble reſignation to the Moſt 
High, which it is now intended to recom- 
mend. My ſon, fays the writer to the 
Hebrews, chap. xii. 5, 11. (quoting an old 
teſtament precept) -** deſpiſe not. thou the 
« chaſtening of the Lok p, nor faint when 
<« thou art rebuked of him, For whom 
„ the Loxp loveth he chaſteneth, and 


( ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth. 


If, ye endure chaſtening, Gop dealeth 

6 with you as with ſons, &c. Further- 
% more, we have had fathers of our fleſh, 

. which corrected us, and we gave them 
« reverence : ſhall we not much rather be 
„in ſubjection unto the Father of ſpirits, 
* and live? For they verily for a few days 
| D-2. * chaſtene] 


' proving every chriſtian grace that may fit 
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« chaſtened us after their own pleaſure ; 
« but he for our profit, that we might be 
* partakers of his holineſs. Now no 
a chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth to'be 
« joyous, but grievous ; nevertheleſs, af- 
«- terward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
* righteouſneſs unto them which are exer- 
« ciſed thereby.” And leſt any ſhould 
think this truth applicable only, or chiefly, 
to perſonal afflictions, or thoſe trials that 
were peculiar to the primitive chriſtians, 
David afſures us in the old teſtament, that 
« all the paths of the Loxp are mercy and 
* truth, to ſuch as keep his covenant, and 


his teſtimonies,” P/a/m xxv. 10. and the 


apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of it, in the new, as a 


well known and important truth, that 


& all things work together for good to them 
ce that love Gop, to them who are the 
„called according to his purpoſe,” Rom, 
viii. 28. And if all, even the moſt diſtreſ- 


ſing trials, not only may, but ſhall, under 


the direction and bleſſing of the Gop who 
ſends them, work together for our good, 
our ſpiritual and eternal good ; if they are 


rendered the happy means of ſubduing our 


iniquities, and of ſtrengthening and im- 


Us, 
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us, either for greater uſefulneſs here, or 
more exalted felicity, ſervice and glory 
hereafter, it becomes us to acquieſce in e- 
very the moſt painful viſitation of his pro- 
vidence. . This may — be * 
ed of us, as 


. We hob given up ourſelves and pur 
all to his direction and diſpoſal. Our ſe- 
cret retirements, and our families, haye 
_ witneſſed ſoJemn . covenant tranſactions of 
this fort, in which we have brought our 
all, as in the arms of faith and loye, our 
bodies and our ſouls, our moſt valuable en- 
joyments, and our deareſt friends and rela- 
tives, and laid them, with ourſelves, at the 
feet of our ſupreme Sovereign, ſaying unto 
him, Lok p, here are we, and what thou 
* haſt graciouſly given us ; do with us, and 
«© with ours, as ſeemeth good in thy ſight,” 

Theſe ſacred engagements ſome of us have 
renewed with peculiar ſolemnity, in the 
houſe, and at the table of the Lox p. We 
have there, over the memorials of our Re- 
deemer's body and blood, called men and 
angels, yea, the Gop of angels, our Loxp 


and theirs, to witneſs that we were and 


would be his; ; that we would not only 
' employ 


— 5 2 N 
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_ Employ our active powers in his ſervice, 
but that we would chearfully want what 
he might ſee fit to withhold, and as chear- 
fully reſign every the deareſt delight he 
mould think proper to take away. Theſes 
engagements are not to be forgotten. They 
are recorded in heaven. A righteous Gop 
how makes his claim, and tries thee, 
mourner, by ſuch events as theſe, whether 
thou wilt ſtand to thy promiſe, and be as 
880d as thy word, or no. Thou doſt not, 
thou canſt not repent of thy vows: They 
were entirely reaſonable; and entered into, 
1 hope, in the ſincerity of thine heart. 
Now pay them; and, after having put 
thine-all into the hands of thy Gop, and 
thy Redeemer, never dare, in this or any 
future trial, ſo much as to with that thou 
eouldſt take it out of thoſe hands again. 
It would betray a fickleneſs and inconſtan- 
ty; nay, thou couldſt not do it, without 
proving falſe to thy engagements with that 
G6D, who cannot be deceived, and will 
not be mbcked. I ſhall only add one 
conſideration more, to recommend this 


0 bmiſſion to the diſpoſals of divine provi- : 
e 


| tence; FE 
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8. We are waiting, in hops for better 
bleflings from him. A wretch, in the 
agonies of deſpair, who neither expects, 
nor deſires, any better or more enduring 
good than earth can afford, might indeed 
dare to ſay, in the haughtineſs of his heart, 
to the Almighty, What doeſt thou?” 
But ſhall a Chriſtian, under loſſes and 
troubles, whatever they may be, in. the 
rage of reſentment, ſay to his own ſoul, or 
would any around impiouſly fay to him, 
«© Miſerable, hopeleſs wretch! curſe Gop, 
* and die?” I would hope many here, in 
ſuch circumſtances, would rather be in» 
 clined to ſay, My ſoul wait thou only 
* upon Gop, be thou all ſubmiſſion to 
„e his will, for my expectation is from him.” 
Some of you, I truſt, have great expectati- 
ons from him; both for the life that now 

is, and that which is to come, You are 
looking to him for the full and free re- 
miſſion of your fins, through his dear ſon; 
for every neceſſary ſupply of providence and 
grace in your preſent pilgrimage, Nay; 
you are looking forwards (are you not?) 
for a long while yet to come; hoping in 
Gov, that he will be your guide even unts 
oY death; 


„ 
i ED 
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death; conduct you fafely through the 
dark valley,” and be himſelf your portion 
for ever. Have you indeed this hope? Has 
thy God, chriſtian, in order to adminiſter 
to thee ftrong conſolation from hence, gi- 
ven thee. his promiſe and his oath ; nay, 
given his own ſon, to ſecure to thee a ſal- 
vation exalted and compleat as thy capaci- 
ties and deſires, and endleſs as thy immor- 
tal duration; and canſt thou not chearfully 
truſt him to order all things for thee by the 
way? If thou canſt not, ſorrowing mourner, 
if thou canſt not through thy tears diſcern 
vonder fair fields of paradiſe before thee, 1 | 
wipe thy weeping eyes, that thou mayeſt 
look ſtedfaſtly towards heaven; view, by 
faith, the manſions thy forerunner is gone 
to prepare for thee there, and then, ſurely, 
wee ſhall hear you ſaying, Though we 
e ſorrow, yet we faint not, while we look 
es at thoſe things which are not ſeen, that 
* are eternal. Faint! no; you may ra- 
ther rejoice in hope of the glory of Gop; 
and; an ingenuous principle of gratitude, 
will teach you to admire and celebrate the 
grace that has begotten you again to this 
lively hope, -and to acquieſce chearfully in 


all; its » preſent appointments.—But, without 
n 


at 
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proceeding farther in the illuſtration of the 


ſubject, let us now conſider the Practical 
purpoſes to which we ſhould improve what 


has been offered, and the mournful event 
which has directed us to it.— © Behold; he 
taken away, and who ſhall hinder ware, 1 
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mit willingly to him whom you cannot 


withitand. By ſinners, I mean, not meer 


ly the openly prophane and ſcandalouſly. E 
immoral, but all, whoſe hearts have not 


been ſanctified by divine grace, and ſubdued: 
to the obedience of faith. The carnal 


mind, which remains in ſuch, is enmity; 


principle of rebellion, in the temper and 
deportment of any to whom I am now 
ſpeaking ? Have you hitherto refuſed to pay 


a dutiful homage to the Moſt High; th | 


obey his. righteous commands, and to ſeek. 
the falvation. he bas tendered to your ac- 
ceptance through the blood of Jeſus? The 
part you are now acting, give me leave to ſay, 
is as fooliſh as it is criminal. What l ft 


thyſelf againſt the Almighty! Who among 


you does, or can expect to ſuccced-in the 


attempt? He confoundeth the wiſdom of 
the wiſe, and in his hand the mighty are 


E | cruſhed 


1 


| 

| 
. 
: 

4 
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cruſhed before the moth : And will any of 
you, by perſiſting in ſin, dare him to do his 
worſt ? Can you imagine, that when diſ- 
eaſes come ;—and death, as the meſſenger 
of divine vengeance, points his arrow at 


thy heart, thou canſt ward off the blow, 


or draw it out again that it ſhall not prove 


fatal? Know, O vain man, that he taketh 
away, and none can hinder him. Do not 
then any longer reſiſt the government and 


grace of that your Sovereign and Judge, 


who can ſummon you into eternity, and 
ſend you to hell in a moment. Take care, 


| leſt you weary the patience of that Jeſus, 


who has expreſſly warned you, that the 


day is at hand, when he auer iſſue out that 


order to his mighty ange * As for thoſe 
« mine enemies, thine Hoe not I ſhould 
ce reign” over them, bring them forth and 
« ſlay them before me.“ Some of you, 
perhaps, are monuments of his long-ſuffer- 
ing, and have reaſon to wonder at it. You 
owe it to his infinite mercy and patience, 


that you have not been, long ere this, a- 


mong the dead and the damned. -You 
have been repeatedly warned; warned in 
your own afflictions; warned by the death 


* your neighbours. and friends. This is 


another 
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another warning ; a warning to every one 
that knew the deceaſed ; to the young and 
healthy ; to ſuch as are entering upon. life, 
or — formed agreeable and promiſing 
connections in it; to ſuch of you it is a pe- 
culiarly ſolemn and inſtructive warning. 
Take it; perhaps it may be the laſt ſome. 
of you may ever have, before your own 
change comes. Your ſudden death, in a 
few days, this night for ought you know, 
may be made a warning to others. If you 
ſay or think that you have made a cove - 
nant with death, and are at an agreement 
with hell, your covenant with death ſhall 
be broken, and your agreement with hell 
ſhall not ſtand, Ja. xxviii. 15, 18. Never 
did, never can, any one harden himſelf a- 
gainſt Gop, and proſper. Submit your- 
ſelves to him. Do it chearfully, and with 
full purpoſe of heart; and do it immediate 
ly. Confeſs your ingratitude and folly ; 
throw down the weapons of your rebelli- 
on, as at the feet of your offended ſove- 
reign ; humbly and earneſtly, on your 
knees, implore forgiveneſs; aſk it in the 


acceptable name of Ixs vs; ſeek an intereſt 


in him, as your Advocate with the Father; 


through him you may come boldly to the 
E 2 throne 
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help in time of need, for he is able to 

«< fave to the uttermoſt them that come 
*; unto'Gop: by him, as he ever lives to 
make interceſfion for * 8 _ vis 
a ee an 1110 


2. Let 18 PIER 8 
the truth in the text, thankfully. acknow- 
lodge their obligations to this ſupreme and 
—_ ſovereign, tflat he has not taken 
away their all. Who is there in his pre- 
fence, that has not reaſoh to make this ae- 


_ knowledgment ? You have loſt ſome en- 


joyments, but you. have others; a good 
Gow has left you (has he not ?) more than 
he has taken away. If he has at one time 
removed a dear friend, and at another, A 
beloved and affectionate relative, he has ſpar- 
ed many, and perhaps added greatly to the 


number of which you were poſſeſſed ſome 


years ago. Or if you are ſtript of moſt of 


your natural and temporal bleſſings, you 


have others: bleſſings more valuable and 
enduring. You have, I hope, every one 
of you, a Bible. All of you have chriſtian 


_ miniſters, and chriſtian ordinances to attend 


upon; and a throne of grace to go to in 
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private. I truſt,” I may ſay farther to ſome 


preſent; you have an High- prieſt before 


of your infirmities, and who ever lives to 


make interceſſion for you. You have the 
Spirit of all grace to help your infirmities, 
to comfort your hearts, 'and to'make you 


meet for heaven. Vou have mercy! and 


loving-kindneſs attending you continually, 
to order all things well. Vou have a Fa- 
ther in heaven, to guide and protect, to up- 
hold and ſupply you. His angels are mi- 
niſtering ſpirits, employed to miniſter unto 
you, as the heirs of ſalvation. Seats, 
manſions, crowns and thrones, are N 
for you, at the right hand of Gop. Ina 
word, all things really valuable and good 


for you, that earth or heaven can afford, 


are yours; © and ye are CHRIST's, and 


« CHRIST is God's.” Say not, then, if 
the delight of thine eyes be taken away 


with a ſtroke, I have loſt my all.” You 


have much left. Indeed, nothing you 
ſhould value, is loft. There may be a re- 
moval of it from you for a while. In love, 
a wiſe and good Gop may remove favou- 
rites, leſt they become idols. In love to 
them, and in love to you, to prevent a 

greater 


n 
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** evil, and ſecure a greater good to 

Moſt certainly he has ſpared many 
great and good things to you. It becomes 
you, therefore, to ſay with holy Job, over 
your withering joys and dying friends, 
„ The LoRD gave; (you may add) and 
he continues others, if he removes theſe, 
<<. bleſſed be the name - a the LozD.” 
To conclude, - 


th Behold i it, mourners, and willingly 
refign what he ſees fit to take away. You 
may feel; a ſtroke like this you muſt. E- 
very relative, every friend muſt feel it: the 
neighbourhood and the church will feel it. 
All who knew the deceaſed; yea, ſtrangers 
to his perſon, that knew the early period 
of his life in which he was taken away— 
his connections his proſpects— his diſ- 
poſition and ability for uſefulneſs. But I 
will—I am obliged to forbear. If any are 
come hither to-day, to hear what the 
preacher will ſay of the dead, he muſt beg 
leave to remind them, that he feels too ſen- 
ſibly for himſelf, and many around him, 
to as their curioſity. Why deſire rr 


W s character What can that profit thee! ? 
"Think ** thine i is, and what it ought to be. 


Moſt 


| 
| 
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Moſt of you knew enough of the de- 
ceaſed to lament his death. And, I ſay 
again, you may mourn. Not for him 
indeed — Among the ſpirits of the uſt 
made perfect, behold him clothed in a 
white robe, having on his head a crown 
of glory, with the palm of victory in his 


2 


hand, and the high praiſes of his Gop and 


4 


Redeemer breaking forth, in accents of the 


ſweeteſt harmony, from his lips! Can 
you weep for him? 'Yet”' weep: for your- 


5 


ſelves—Mingle the tears of ſympathy wit 
his mourning family. A tender ceht I 
need not beſpeak: permit me, however, to 


aſk your prayers for the lovely fatherleſs 


babe, that knows not to weep, or to pray 
for itſelf. Yet complain not on any account 
whatever. Our friend has but obeyed his 
Loxp's ſummons : He that has the keys 
of death and of the inviſible world; or, in 


the language of our text, He who taketh 
away has called him hence, and who could 


hinder? Who would have ſaid to him then, 
who now dares ſay to him, What doeſt 
«< thou?” Sit, ſufferer, in filent ſubmiſſion, 
under the rod, with an ear and heart open 
to its ſalutary inſtruction: or, when thou 
openeſt thy mouth, be it ever in the lan- 


guage 
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to him, ſuppoſe Gop was to refer it to 
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guage of lowly reſignation: * It is the 
« Lon p, let him do as ſeemeth good: in 
5 His ſight.” 


A A ſuffering chriſtian, on a ſick bed, was 
aſked by a friend, Whether he wiſhed ra- 
ther to live or to die? he replied ; © Which : 
« Gop pleaſeth.” But, ſays his friend 18 


% you, W hich would you chuſe? Tr uly, 
aid he, if Gop Was to refer it to me, I 


, would refer it to him again; and fay to 


hip, Not as I will, but as thou wilt.” 
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